
 
A Note from our President 

Mike Sisk 
President of the Nebraska Unit

Cheryl and I celebrated Christmas with her side of 
the family and New Year’s with friends.  What a 
joyful time of year!  We certainly hope your holidays 
were filled with fun and excitement as well.   All too 
soon those special days are over.  And now it’s time 
to take down the Christmas decorations.   Soon we 
will be hitting the road with our rigs heading to 
rallies, caravans or just out for a camping trip.
Are you one of those who will look back to the 
events of 2016 or look forward to what challenges 
2017 will bring?  I find myself caught in the middle.  
It is hard to forget the year just passed but my 
passion is looking forward to what adventures lay 
ahead.  As for the Nebraska Unit, in 2016 we 
welcomed several new members and for 2017, 
we’ve made contact with three more couples.  I’ve 
even had a friend refer someone to the club.  And it 
is only January!  We began the mentoring program 
and I’d like to think it’s successful but only time will 
tell.  Thanks again for those that volunteered to be 
mentors.
This club has many opportunities for everyone to 
become involved.  The three planned rallies for this 
year can always use more help.  If you are a new 
member or have not helped with a rally, this is a 
great time to sign up for one of the committees.    
You can also serve as a host at a luncheon.  We will 
need caravan leaders to the Region Rally and to the 
International Rally.  If you’d like to do a brief 
presentation at a luncheon, with a topic relevant to 
the club, let me know.  The key is GET INVOLVED!
So, enjoy the rest of the winter.  Stay safe and see 
you soon. Mike                                          

           

2017 RALLY SCHEDULE
------------------- ---------------------

---------------
April 20-23 Spring Is In The Air

Fix It Rally
                                    Branched Oak State Park

July 22-29       WBCCI International Rally
                                    Escanaba, MI

Sept 14-17                  Bring Your Budd-y To The
                                    Rall-y in Kearne-y
                                    Kearney, NE

Oct 5-8                        Trick or Treat Installation
                                    Nebraska City, NE  
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Suttons Go South 
(forever) 

Perhaps you’ve heard of Clemson University and its 
football team.  While John and I haven’t yet traded 
our Husker red T-shirts for Tiger orange, we’re 
enjoying the enthusiastic frenzy following their 
national championship.

John and I were initially attracted to the UpState, as 
this area of South Carolina is called, because of the 
scenic hill country and moderate climate. We’ve 
since discovered that a whole lot of northerners had 
the same attraction. The natives refer to these 
senior citizen transplants as Half-Backs.  Half-Backs 
are retirees who abandoned the frigid weather and 
high cost of living up north and moved to Florida, 
only to discover Florida has its own unacceptable 
weather and cost of living.  So they moved half-way 
back.

We came to escape the extremes of NE weather.  
Since arriving here: record-breaking drought; 
Hurricane Matthew to the south; forest fires to the 
north; and a tornado that just missed our house 
under construction. So many North and South 
Carolinians lost everything.  We consider ourselves 
fortunate to be safe in the Airstream.

NBC news recently reported that South Carolinians 
have the 3rd worst driving record in the country.  We 
see many drivers who are completely affronted by 

the 3rd place designation. Like the champion 
football team, they are “all in” to be #1. Our warning:  
SC drivers consider speed limit signs as mere 
suggestions and they’re not tail-gaiting, they’re just 
reading your Bernie Sanders bumper sticker.

Lake Hartwell on the SC-GA border is an excellent 
location for exploring the western Upstate. Of course 
the Corps of Engineer campgrounds on the lake are 
the best. We spent several weeks bouncing 
between Twin Lakes and Springfield Campgrounds.  
We did learn that it’s nearly impossible to get a site 
during Clemson home game weekends.  As in NE, 
fans travel for hundreds, even thousands of miles 
and occupy every hotel room, campsite, and friend’s 
(or friend-of-friends) sofa.  If you’re foolish enough to 
drive your truck through downtown Clemson on 
game day, pull your mirrors in and butter the fenders 
so you can squeeze through the narrow streets.

The SC Botanical Gardens are located on the edge 
of the campus and is one of the few places with 
ample parking.  What a place:  Magnolias, Hollies, 
Giant Live Oaks, bush-size Rosemary. Definitely 
worth a morning’s visit.

John and I have done our part to support the 
economy by eating out. With such a long growing 
season many of the local Greenville restaurants 
feature Farm-to-Table menus.  We have lengthened 
our walking loop to help off-set the resulting 
waistline muffins.

We miss all of you and the monthly luncheons. The 
people of the NE Unit gave us an abundance of 
friendship and kindness.

We’ll be in our new home by the end of February.  
Stop in to visit. The coffee pot is always on and 
we’re right along the way to wherever you’re 
traveling.

Betty Ann Sutton (and John) 
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American Revolution in the Northern 
Colonies Caravan

Any history buffs in the room? Well yes, at least one, 
me. And poor Bob has had to morph into one over 
the years. The two of us started our revolutionary 
journey in of all places, Massachusetts.. We met our 
leaders and the other Patriots at the Bull Run 
Tavern. We received our marching orders the same 
night, i.e. The Driver’s Manual. 

The first stop was Boston MA. Here we saw the Old 
North Church, Bunker Hill, Old State  House, the site 
of the Boston Massacre, Old South Meeting House, 
Fanueil Hall, the USS Constitution, and threw some 
tea in the harbor. You see a trend here in the naming 
convention?

Then on to Lexington and Concord where it all 
began in April 1775. We marched on the Village 
Green in Lexington where 8 Patriots from the local 
militia died on April 19th and we crossed over the 
North Bridge in Concord, where the main Patriot 
militia force met the British Regulars. The British 
retreated back to Boston with militiamen harassing 
them all the way. Militiamen came from all over and 
in the end there were 3,940 of them against 1,500 
British regular troops. This was the start of 8 1/2 
years of war. 

The caravan was 29 days of total immersion in the 
history of the American Revolutionary War. For 
example we learned that in 1775 the Patriots 
captured Fort Ticonderoga and removed the 
c a n n o n , 
transported 
t h e m t o 
B o s t o n 
where they 
were used to 
f o r c e t h e 
B r i t i s h t o 
abandon the city in 1776.

Then there was the Saratoga Campaign which was 
the British plan to split the colonies in half.  You may 
not have heard about Fort Stanwix or the Battle of 
Oriskany but they preceded the Battle of Saratoga 
and the Patriots won both. This lead to the Patriot’s 
success at Saratoga which lead to the surrender of 
the northern British Army which kept the colonies 
intact, and persuaded the French to officially join the 

revolution.

What can I say about New York City? So much 
history in and around the city. It was essentially the 
Loyalist capital of the colonies during the war. The 
British invaded Manhattan in 1776 and Washington 
and the Continental Army narrowly escaped capture 
by ferrying across the East River to Brooklyn. We 
traveled to, through, and back from NYC by bus, the 
best way to tour the city. Even with the bus we were 
consistently late and had to miss some of our 
scheduled stops. The highlights for me were having 
lunch on the ground floor of the Fraunces Tavern, 
where Washington bid farewell to his troops at the 
end of the war, and walking up Broadway to Trinity 
Church where Alexander & Elizabeth Hamilton are 
buried.

We spent a day at West Point Academy. Again we 
had a bus pick us up at the campground but when 

we got to 
the Visitor 
Center the 
Pos t was 
o n l o c k 
d o w n 
because of 
a 
suspicious 
car parked 

in the visitor lot. It was resolved quickly but we still 
had to hurry our tour. The significance of West Point 
during the war was it’s strategic location on the 
Hudson River. If the British could capture it they 
would have a way to bring supplies more quickly 
from Canada down to NYC. This was what 
prompted the British to bribe Benedict Arnold into 
betraying his alliance to the Patriot cause. He was to 
surrender West Point as well as hand over General 
Washington himself to the British. Luckily it didn’t 
happen. The story is fascinating and too 
complicated to discuss here.

In case you’re wondering about all the signs that say 
“Washington slept here”, they’re probably all true. 
Several places we visited were Washington’s 
Headquarters/Winter Quarters and one would 
presume that he slept at these places too. He kept 
the Continental Army just out of reach of the British 
Army and so they were on the move often. 
Newburgh NY was his last headquarters where he 
rejected the Newburgh letter, a suggestion to 
institute an American monarchy, and defused the 



Newburgh conspiracy, a threat of a mutiny among 
his officers.  

Armies didn’t fight during the winter in the 18th 
century so the Continental Army had to find Winter 
Camps. The two most famous are Morristown NJ 
and Valley Forge PA. Although the lore is that Valley 
Forge was extremely cold and inhospitable when, in 
fact, it was Morristown during the 1779-80 
encampment. There were more than 20 snowstorms 
that year and it was the coldest winter in memory 
making getting supplies to the army difficult. Even at 
that fewer men died at Morristown than at Valley 
Forge probably for two reasons, better sanitation 
and Washington had insisted that the men be 
“vaccinated” for smallpox. 

When studying the Revolution you can’t leave out a 
trip to Philadelphia. 
So much happened 
in Philly from the 
s i g n i n g o f t h e 
D e c l a r a t i o n o f 
Independence, the 
C o n t i n e n t a l 
C o n g r e s s , t h e 

Liberty Bell, to the 10 month-long British occupation. 
Our trip into the historic section of Philly was by bus 
after which we got our share of walking. Lunch at 
City Tavern was a definite highlight. The original City 
Tavern opened in 1773. Most of the names one 
associates with the Revolution are also associated 
with City Tavern. 

We toured several other battlefields that time and 
space keep me from describing in detail; Fort Lee 
NJ, Monmouth NJ, Princeton NJ, and Brandywine 
PA. We also visited Washington Crossing State Park 
in Pennsylvania and had lunch at Yankee Doodle 
Tap Room in Nassau Inn in Princeton where hangs 
Norman Rockwell’s The Yankee Doodle Mural.

The caravan ended at 
Mount Vernon with a 
tour of the house and 
grounds including a 
moving weathlaying 
ceremony at the tomb 
of George Washington 
with the reading of his 
prayer for his country. 

A personal observation. Many of the subjects of 

heated debate today were hotly contested in the late 
18th century as well. There was vitriol, accusations 
(false & true) and, yes, duels. There were vast 
divides and yet we’re still here. This gives me hope 
we’ll survive our latest divide.

Sue Heist

***

Maryann Boman clipped this photo out of the 
Journal Star of Leona & Roscoe Shields at the 
commemoration of the 75th year since the attack on 
Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941.  

***
November Luncheon

Ron & Jan Frisbie, Bob Heist, Dan & Dale Ann Hoyt, 
Bill & LaDon Kallmer, Larry & Marcia Link, Dwight & 
Lana Olson, Fran Olson, Roscoe & Leona Shields, 
Mike & Cheryl Sisk, Jim & Mary Wherrett, and Jim & 
Jeannine Wright attended the November Luncheon 
at Parker’s Smokehouse in Ashland on November 
14th. 

December Luncheon
Sam & Maryann Boman, Bob & Sue Heist, Fran 

Olson, Mike & 
Cheryl Sisk, Jim 
& Jeannie Wright 
were at Parker’s 
Smokehouse on 
December 12th. 
President Mike 
Sisk swore Jim & 
Jeannie Wright in 
as new members.

      



January Luncheon 

There was a record turnout for our January 
luncheon with 19 members attending; Maryann & 

Sam Boman, Ron & Jan Frisbee, Bob & Sue Heist, 
Ryan & Amy Knowles, Fran Olson, Roscoe & Leona 
Shields, and Mike & Cheryl Sisk

In addition we had guests, Al & Kay Becker and new 
members Bil l & Diane 
Larson.  
        
F o r b r a v i n g a n o t h e r 
Nebraska winter we held a 
drawing. The winner, Leona 
S h i e l d s , w o n a p i n k 

flamingo pin which she gave 
to Amy Knowles to give to 
Avery Knowles who, we all 
know, is obsessed with 
flamingos. 

It was a slow birthday month. 
Cheryl Sisk was the only 

m e m b e r 
w i t h a 
January birthday in attendance 
so she had to suffer the agony of 
l istening to us sing Happy 
Birthday all alone.

*** 

Recipe Corner

Easy Breakfast Casserole
from Sue Heist

Ingredients:
10 - 12 eggs (large or extra large)
12 ounces cheddar cheese, grated or 

finely shredded
2 (4 ounce) cans chopped green chilies, 
drained
4 ounces cream cheese (softened)

1 can Rotel hopped tomatoes with 
green chilies, drained

1/2 - 3/4 cup chopped vegetable sautéed 
until soft (I’ve used sweet 
peppers and green onions. 
Might use olives or 
mushrooms)

Directions:
1, Butter a 9 x 13 inch pan (I use glass).
2. Spread grated cheese in pan.
3. Spread green chilies evenly over the cheese
4. Beat eggs and cream cheese and add salt and 

pepper to taste.
5. Pour the eggs over the cheese and green chilies.
6. Bake at 350 degrees for 15 to 20 minutes.
7. Evenly spread mixture of tomatoes and vegetable 

over partially cooked casserole. 
8. Bake an additional 10 to 15 minutes or until set.
9. Cut into squares and serve.

***
Doris M. Knerr

Doris M. Knerr, 86, of Lincoln, died, Tuesday, Jan. 
17, 2017. She was born in 
York on February 1, 1930, to 
Alvin & Inez (Fusby) Reed. 
Retired from LT&T after 32 
years of service. She married 
John Knerr in York in 1950. 
T h e y f a r m e d n e a r 
Stromsburg and then near 
Walton.

Survived by daughter; Deb 
(Larry) Fountain of Walton, 

son; Larry (Lynn) Knerr of Lincoln. Grandchildren: 
Tyler (Jamie) Fountain, Jessie (Jorge) Zuniga, 
Jonathan Knerr, & Shannon Bliss. Great-
grandchildren: Tucker Bliss, Ito Zuniga, Nio Zuniga, 
Jocelynn Fountain & Archer Fountain.

Preceded in death by her husband John Knerr, 
parents, brothers Kenny Reed & Lynn Reed.
Memorial service: 10 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 21, at 
Lincoln Memorial Funeral Home, 6800 S 14th 
Street. Private inurnment at later date. Memorials to 
C a p i t a l H u m a n e S o c i e t y. C o n d o l e n c e s , 
www.lincolnfh.com

*** 



2017 Luncheons 
Parker’s Smokehouse, Ashland, NE 

At 12 Noon 
If you have news for the next issue, please 

email: 
Dale Ann Hoyt at hoyt120@gmail.com or 

Sue Heist at sue.heist@gmail.com 

Saturday, January 14 Monday, February 13

Monday, March 13 Saturday, April 8

Monday, May 8 Monday, June 12

Saturday, July  8 Monday, August 14

Monday, September 11 Saturday, October 14

Monday, November 13 Monday, December 11
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